American Muslim Teens Talk

An Overview

The video American Muslim Teens Talk is designed to engage youth of all traditions and backgrounds in a dialogue about what it means to be a Muslim teen in today’s America. Teenagers frequently confront issues of faith, religious diversity, and identity as they intersect with parents, teachers, and their peers. Since 9/11, many young Muslims have experienced fear, confusion, and intergenerational conflict but they do not always have opportunities to grapple with these challenges, confront stereotypes, or seek allies.  Similarly, non-Muslim youth, especially those living in areas without significant Muslim populations, have few opportunities to hear what life is like for Muslim youth and the ways that Muslim teens’ concerns about identity are similar and different from their own. American Muslim Teens Talk, and the accompanying lesson plans on this website, provide the tools for productive conversations and active and engaging learning experiences.

The Video

The video records a roundtable discussion held in New York City in 2004 among nine American Muslim students from a variety of backgrounds.  Moderator Alex Kronemer, producer of the video Muhammad: Legacy of  Prophet, asks the panel to share their thoughts and experiences on an array of topics with which most American teens can identify: How do I fit in with other American teens?  What role does my religion play in my life?  What guiding principles do I follow as I resolve conflicts with parents over issues like drinking and dating? How am I like other American teens, and how am I different?  Communicating with heart-felt honesty, wisdom and humor, the panelists are able to connect to American teens just because, as teens, they share so much in common with their audience.  The teens also convey ways in which as Muslims they may differ from their peers, and explain how others can better respect and understand those differences.

The half hour video is divided into nine thematic segments, as listed below, in order of their appearance in the program.

Table of Contents

	         TOPIC
	APPROXIMATE TIME

	Fitting In
	First 8 minutes

	Prayer
	8:00 – 10:26

	Misunderstandings
	10:26-13:08

	Headscarf, or Hijab
	13:08-15:50

	Fun
	15:50-17:40

	Drinking
	17:40-19:00

	Dating
	19:00-23:47

	Parents
	23:47-29:20

	A Message for Their Peers
	29:20-32:00


Using the Lesson Plans

The accompanying lesson plans are correlated to an extensive array of national standards including those in history and the social sciences, civics and government, English and media literacy. Note-taking grids help students to extract information from the video, and encourage them to pursue the questions they have about Islam and Muslims.  To help teachers and other group leaders effectively answer those questions the lessons include links to the many resources available on The Islam Project website.  Among these are the Facilitator’s Guide [CREATE LINK], Facilitator’s Tips [CREATE LINK] and A Teacher’s Guide to Religion in the Public Schools [CREATE LINK] which group leaders are encouraged to read before implementing the lessons.  These tools provide guidelines for teaching about religion in a variety of settings.

The lesson plans created specifically for American Muslim Teens Talk include:

· Learning about Stereotypes: How They Form and How to Fight Them

· Sharing Our Roots

· Muslim Immigration to America

· The African American Experience and Islam (to be posted in October)  
· Beyond the Classroom: Discussion guides for community groups, after school programs, and other settings outside the traditional classroom (to be posted in October) 

Although it was 9/11 that sparked the public’s desire to know more about Islam, Muslims have been part of the American landscape for well over one hundred years. The lesson plans place Islam in the context of American life, helping students to understand the role that immigrants played in transplanting Islam to the United States and why Islam has drawn American converts, especially among its African American population. All lessons are intended to provoke discussion and further exploration, in the belief that accurate knowledge is the most powerful weapon against fear and misunderstanding.

Project Advisors

Debbie Almontaser is currently a multicultural specialist and cultural diversity consultant. She facilitates teacher and public workshops on Arab culture, Islam, conflict resolution, and cultural diversity at local, national and international conferences. Ms. Almontaser also serves as a consultant to Nickelodeon's Nick Jr. Muslim American Series Project, Educators for Social Responsibility, the Interfaith Center of New York, and the Church Avenue Merchants Block Association's (CAMBA, Inc.) Diversity Project.   Ms. Almontaser co-designed and developed a curriculum for the Muslim Communities Project at Columbia University and for Educators for Social Responsibility/Metro.  
Alexander Kronemer, a Washington, D.C. writer and film producer, focuses on improving interfaith understanding in a world that he sees as mainly moving in the direction of growing religious division.  His essays have been published in numerous newspapers and on-line, including the Christian Science Monitor, Beliefnet.com, the San Jose Mercury News, and the Washington Post, and have been included in several book anthologies, including his essay, “What Would Mohammad Say About Terrorism?” in the September 11th memorial book, Up From the Ashes and “Islam and Democracy” in the prize winning essay collection, Taking Back Islam. He frequently appears on radio and television and was a CNN-TV commentator in 1998 during its week of live-broadcast coverage of the Hajj, the Muslim pilgrimage.  Mr. Kronemer is the creator and co-producer of the PBS documentary, Muhammad: Legacy of a Prophet, and the co-founder of Unity Productions Foundation, a non-profit foundation and production company seeking to work for peace through the media. 
 
Joan Brodsky Schur is an education consultant, author and teacher. Her interest in Islam began in 1998 when she attended the Dar al Islam Teacher’s Institute in Abiquiu, New Mexico after which she designed and taught a full year’s curriculum on the Muslim world to 7th grade students at the Village Community School in New York City. She is co-author of In A New Land: An Anthology of Immigrant Literature, editor of Coming to America: The Arabs and author of Immigrants in America: The Arabs, all for secondary students. Her many online lessons appear on the Web sites of the National Archives and PBS Online.

